
Preparing your child

for school

MATHEMATICS



Starting out

• Your child’s teacher will identify what they already know and can do 
(Mathematics online interview – Foundation Assessment Days).

• Through hands-on activities.

• Through play and experimentation.

• Through talking about the things they are discovering.

• By exploring the fundamental aspects of  mathematics such as `how many,’ 
mass, length, size, shape, sequence, order and patterns.



Today’s Classrooms

• Teachers have high expectations that children 

will learn.

• Teachers focus on each child's learning needs 

and respond accordingly with strategies which 

support engagement and learning.

• Children work as a whole class, in small groups 

and individually.



• Children are actively involved in their learning

• Children are encouraged to explain their thinking and 

discuss the strategies they are using.

• Children share their learning and are given feedback 

and encouragement by both the teacher and their 

peers.

Today’s Classrooms



• The emphasis is not on correct answers, but more on 

the processes followed and strategies used to get the 

answer.

• Feedback has a more positive effect on learning than 

placing ticks or crosses on a page as it acknowledges 

the successes and provides strategies for 

improvement. 

• A maths classroom can be noisy and very busy.

Today’s Classrooms



Engaging children in Maths

• Most children, even without 

guidance from adults, are naturally 

interested in math as it exists in the 

world around them. They learn 

math best by engaging in dynamic, 

hands-on games and projects. 



Engaging children in Maths

• Children love to ask questions and play 

games that involve the many aspects 

of  math. There are many ways you can 

help your child prepare for maths in 

the lead up to primary school, the best 

involve simple games and activities you 

can use to help your child become 

familiar with the different areas of  

mathematics.



Number Sense

• Count food items at snack time (e.g., 5 

crackers, 20 raisins, 10 baby carrots).

• Use a calendar to count down the days to 

a birthday or special holiday. Help your 

child see the connection between a 

numeral like "5," the word "five," and 

five days on the calendar.



Number Sense

• Practice simple addition and subtraction 

using small toys, blocks and music. 

• Play simple board games where your child 

moves a game piece from one position to 

the next.



Geometry

• Have your child name the shapes of  objects such 

as blocks or food (e.g – when pizza is whole it is 

a circle. When we cut in it can become triangles).

• Arrange cookie cutters in patterns on a cookie 

sheet or placemat. A simple pattern might be: 

star-circle-star-circle.



Measurement

• Let your child help you measure ingredients for a 

simple recipe - preferably a favourite!

• Measure your child's height every month or so, 

showing how you use a ruler or tape measure. Mark 

their height on a "growth chart" or a mark on a door 

frame. Do the same with any siblings. Help your child 

compare his or her own height to previous months and 

also to his or her siblings' heights.



Maths language

• Talk through games and daily activities that 

involve math concepts. Have your child name 

numbers and shapes.

• Help them understand and express 

comparisons like more than/less than, 

bigger/smaller, and near/far.



Spatial relations

• Play games where you direct your child to jump forward and back, to run far 

from you or stay nearby.

• Use songs with corresponding movements to teach concepts like in and out, 

up and down, and round and round.



Have a positive attitude towards maths

• "Many parents are scared of  maths or think they just can't do it, but it's the 

worst thing you can tell your child.”

• "Parents are just so crucial as role models.”

• "When parents tell their children that they themselves can't do it, it means 

they're communicating messages that it's OK not to be good at maths, which 

can carry all the way through high school."



Laying the foundations for learning

• Giving preschoolers a solid foundation in 

early math literacy is critical to their future 

academic success, not to mention how 

important it is to their day-to-day 

functioning. 



Any Questions?


