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Werribee Primary School’s guide for Learning at Home (remote learning). 

 
General Information 
Welcome to our Werribee Primary School’s ` Learning at Home’ Information Guide.  We hope that this will 
be useful in providing you some information to help make remote learning successful! We thank all parents 
for being open to the concept of remote learning and ask you to also be patient and aware that we too are 
learning something extremely new in an extremely short period of time. Having said that, the challenge has 
prompted some really innovative and inventive ways in which to approach teaching and learning, not just 
remotely, but moving forward in person as well. 
 
To give you some background on teaching and teachers: the classroom experience is dynamic to say the 
least and cannot really ever be replicated online or remotely.  Parent helpers will have some degree of 
understanding as to the busy atmosphere of a Reading, Maths or Writing lesson and the degree at which 
teachers engage with students on many levels in order to ensure learning happens. Teachers will 
conference, create goals with students, give feedback to multiple people at once and also to individuals one 
at a time, while at the same time teaching skills in a lesson.  Teachers plan for a multitude of learning levels 
and multi-task incredibly well in order to manage such a changeable landscape in every lesson, every single 
day. Teachers plan for multiple subjects each day and over the week.  Active and engaged teaching means 
that we are constantly managing small and large groups of children simultaneously in their learning. 
 
In teams, our teachers plan and work collaboratively to create lessons.  They analyse data (data not just 
from assessments but data from student conferences, student notebooks and other class work) to create 
individualised work for your children.  In their own planning they hone down to the class and individual 
level to cater for differences in the classroom. They change things on the spot if they need to in order to 
accommodate new learning or change tasks to suit individual needs as they teach. 
 
Remote Learning - What does that mean? 
Remote learning is learning that happens off school site, in the family home with guidance from teachers 
and with support from families. It can happen online or offline.  At Werribee Primary School we have both 
online and offline learning available to families. 
 
Realistically, remote learning cannot completely replicate the classroom experience, particularly as human 
connection is fundamental to the teaching and learning experience for primary school children… and for 
many of our jobs as a society in fact. It’s a changing landscape but our teachers have planned some rich 
tasks that will continue learning for all students, whether it be online or offline.   Those of our students who 
are engaging in our online program will have access to feedback from classroom teachers in English and 
Maths through the week and check-ins as well.  Families who are working offline will have access to the 
same learning that all of our online students have, it’s just the format that will be a little bit different.  
There will be tasks for students every week that can be supported by families at home.   
 
This document outlines some of the practices we are engaging in at Werribee Primary School.  We note 
that every family is different, and every family has their own routines. It’s up to you how you manage the 
learning day. Your main goal is to set up a regular routine, so that everyone knows what is going to happen 
each day. Here are some suggestions for the children: 

• set up a comfortable learning area on a table or a desk in a common area of your house. Make sure 
you have plenty of light to see what you are doing. 

• maintain set wake up times, e.g. 8.00am. Eat a healthy breakfast, go outside for a play if you can 
and avoid technology. Chat about your plans for the day. 

• aim for two or three learning blocks per day. 



WERRIBEE PRIMARY SCHOOL NO. 649 

Deutgam Street, Werribee VIC  3030 

  

 

 

• during the learning blocks, complete work that your teacher has provided to you. Technology 
should only be used for learning during this time. 

• in between learning blocks, do physical activity, have play time, creative time or do helpful jobs 
around the house for mum or dad. Go outside, do craft, draw, play Lego, play board games. Bake, 
sing, dance, make movies. Use playdough, work in the garden, cook, design and build something. 
It’s up to you! 

• eat well and enjoy your meals together as a family. 

• read to a parent or a sibling once a day. 

• if you play video games, use the internet or watch TV, agree on set times per day. Be cyber-safe 
and only use technology in sight of your parents or guardians. 

 
Remote Learning - When? 
Remote learning will happen on school days (not the holidays and not the weekends or curriculum days) 
between the hours of 9.00am -3.10pm as per school hours.  We can appreciate that with so many different 
family situations happening that your hours and school hours may not always completely align.  With this in 
mind, teachers have planned by and large for a flexible learning environment, allowing all families to also 
have some flexibility as well. 
 
Teachers will be available for class related work with your children from 9.00am - 3.10pm as per any other 
school day.  As per any other school day, teachers also have planning time, meeting times, lunch, breaks 
and other duties (such as leadership duties etc) that are also taking part behind the scenes.  From an 
administrative perspective all teachers have multiple roles they are fulfilling, including - like yourselves 
being parents of children who are remote learning themselves, carers for elderly, dealing with illness and 
dealing with many of the same issues and concerns that you will be at home.  
 
A typical day should begin with a morning message to the class from the class teacher.  This will either 
happen through the XUNO platform (Years 3 to 6 students) or through Class Dojo (Foundation to Year 2 
students).  The message outlines the day for our students.   
 
Teachers have created a suggested timeline of the week from which students and families can begin to plan 
their learning days or when appropriate they will post daily learning tasks for students online. 
 
Learning Resources 
Regardless of being online or offline, students were advised to take home their books, pencil case and 
other personal belongings before the holidays.  These resources have been factored into learning provided 
for the day.  For instance, a student may be asked to use their Writer’s Notebook to unpack an idea or 
brainstorm some writing tasks or sticky notes to demonstrate their thinking while reading. 
 
If a learning pack needs to be sent home specifically for offline learning only (this will be one week’s worth 
of work) teachers will include a timetable that families can follow to support daily learning arrangements.   
 
In the home learning pack sent home (offline learning) there may be sheets to fill out, learning activities to 
engage with and/or suggestions for well-being, projects, family activities etc. 
 
Learning Outline for Students: Timetables and Schedules 
Teachers will be engaging with learning and teaching online from 9.00am - 3.10pm, Monday to Friday. 
Part-time staff will be engaging with the learning platforms and communication on their designated 
workdays. 
 



WERRIBEE PRIMARY SCHOOL NO. 649 

Deutgam Street, Werribee VIC  3030 

  

 

 

Specialist teachers will be providing lessons and will be available via the student’s classroom teacher. 
Integration Aides have been assigned to individual students to keep in contact with and assist when 
required. 
 
Administration and the Leadership Team will also be online during normal work hours. 
 
Some expectations for daily learning: 
The Victorian Department of Education has provided schools with the following guidelines: 

• The Learning program delivered on-site will be the same as the learning program delivered to 
students undertaking remote learning. 

• The following are the daily minimum guidelines schools are expected to provide learning activities 
for students: 
Foundation - Year 2  

o literacy activities that take a total of about 45-60 minutes 
o numeracy activities of about 30-45 minutes 
o additional learning areas, play-based learning and physical activity of about 30-45 minutes. 

 
Years 3-6 

o literacy activities that take a total of 45-60 minutes 
o numeracy activities of about 30-45 minutes 
o physical activities - 30 minutes 
o additional curriculum areas - Integrated Studies (for example: Science, History, Geography) 

Specialist lessons of about 90 minutes 
 
Example of daily lessons: 
1 daily literacy lesson: 

• in Reading it could take the form of independent reading, comprehension activities, visualisation 
activities etc 

• in Writing it could take the form of the continuation of their work through the writer’s notebook, 
editing, publishing, grammar, spelling etc 

 
1 daily numeracy lesson: 

• which could take the form of a game, rich maths task, maths sheet, etc 
 
Additional Curriculum Areas: 

• Specialist classes (1 lesson per subject weekly) - PE, Spanish, Art and Music 

• Integrated Studies, Well-being tasks, Physical Activities, Play based learning and other relevant 
tasks. 

 
We encourage all students (and Parents and Carers) to take regular breaks throughout the day, away from 
technology.  At least once per hour make sure you have a brain break/movement break, and ensure you 
schedule in recess and lunch breaks as well. 
 
Online Services to support Learning at Home 
To facilitate learning at home students will continue to utilise the online services that they use at school. 
For example: Sunshine Online, Epic, and Essential Assessment to name a few.  The class teachers will set 
work using these systems that the students already know how to use. 
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Feedback and Conferencing 
Our online systems allow us to check in for feedback daily with our students.  We are extremely thankful to 
have this technology at Werribee Primary School.  We have, as a learning team invested much time and 
energy into implementing a well-rounded remote learning program for your children.  Through this we can 
discuss work and ask children to submit work directly to us as well. 
 
The timeline for how long learning at home across Victoria will occur is definitely not yet clear. At the 
moment however, we have decided for ease and workability that XUNO (Years 3-6) and Class Dojo 
(Foundation to Year 2) are our main platforms for communication, working with, and feedback with 
students. 
 
Does this replicate completely what happens in the classroom?  No, and nor should we expect this to.  This 
is a good way to make contact and continue learning and keep everyone engaged. 
 
Some ways in which feedback may occur from teacher to student: 

• annotating work 

• providing verbal feedback via voice message one student at a time. 

• writing comments about work 

• check ins via telephone, XUNO or Class Dojo 

• One to one discussion. 
 
Some ways in which feedback may occur from student to teacher: 

• students recording themselves reading a book and uploading it  

• students creating a voice message reading or explaining a maths program 

• using an affiliated app (such as Explain Everything) and uploading this as a drawing and explanation 
to Class Dojo to explain learning 

• making an iMovie to demonstrate learning. 

• receiving feedback from their teacher, making the changes and re-uploading work. 
 
Program for Students with a Disability and feedback 
Education Support Staff have been added along with the class teacher, giving them the ability to discuss 
work and well-being with individual students. 
 
Health and Wellbeing Support 
Parents can email werribee.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any questions or need any support. 
 
We will stay connected with families by our school website, Facebook and XUNO. 
 
The following websites may also be helpful: 

• DET website https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx  

• DHHS website https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  
 
A final Word 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during these difficult times. We are an amazing community 
and by working together we can model our school value of resilience as we transition to `Learning at 
Home'. We look forward to being back at school in the near future, but in the meantime stay safe, happy 
and healthy. 
 
Thank you from the Werribee Primary School Staff 
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